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KRCS sends food parcels to Syrians
Kuwait wins praise from refugees in Lebanon

BEIRUT, Oct 2, (KUNA): The
Kuwait Red Crescent Society
announced it had distributed
around 3,000 food parcels to a
number of displayed Syrian
families, currently residing in
northern Lebanon.

The head of the Red Crescent
team Yousef Al-Maraj said in a
statement to Kuwait News Agency
(KUNA), that the team has been
distributing aid in cooperation with
the Social Affairs in Lebanon,
pointing out that this first phase will
be distributing 2000 food parcels in

the coming days in a number of
Lebanese regions inhabited by dis-
placed Syrians.

Al-Maraj stressed the keenness of the
Assembly’s commitment to stand by
Syrian people, who live in a tragedy,
noting that the Kuwaiti Red Crescent
Society will seek through its humanitar-
ian programmes in Lebanon to alleviate
the suffering of the Syrian family and
meet their needs as much as possible.

Many activists from and charities
from Kuwait are racing in providing
humanitarian assistance to the displaced
Syrians in Lebanon, Turkey and Jordan
such as Zakat House, Al-Rahma Al-
Alamiya Society, International Islamic
Charitable Organization, Social Reform

Society, and many others.
The latest statistics indicate that, the

number of displaced Syrians in Lebanon
exceeded 50,000 refugees, mostly in
northern Lebanon regions of Akkar and
Tripoli, El-Minieh and Al-Dhania.

Meanwhile, Syrian refugees in
Lebanon expressed on Tuesday grati-
tude for the humanitarian stance adopt-
ed by Kuwait’s Amir, government and
people towards them.

The state of Kuwait proved to be an
all-weather friend to and a generous
donor for the Syrian people, several
refugees agreed in separate statements
to KUNA.

They made the remarks on the side-
lines the delivery of food supplies from

Kuwait Red Crescent Society (KRCS)
to the Syrian refugees in north Lebanon.

“The Kuwaiti institutions such as
KRCS, the International Islamic Charity
Organization (IICO) and the Zakat
House are making indispensable efforts
to ease the suffering of the refugees,”
secretary of the social affairs authority
Mohammad Saleh Habbal said.

“The fact that Kuwait is one of the
biggest donors for the Syrian refugees is
no surprise since the country always con-
tributes to the relief efforts for people in
need in any part of the world,” he added.

Habbal noted that KRCS launched
today a humanitarian campaign aiming
to distribute up to 3,000 parcels of food-
stuffs among the refugees.
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Alexandre Mignon delivering the lecture.

French Embassy, KU center hold medical lecture

Light shed on using Virtual
Hospital for training students

By Cinatra Fernandes
Arab Times Staff

KUWAIT CITY, Oct 2: Dr Alexandre
Mignon, Director of iLumens, a Medical
Teaching University Laboratory based on
Digital Technologies and Simulations,
delivered a medical lecture expounding on
the advantages of using the Virtual Hospital
for training medical students at the Faculty
of Medicine in Jabriya, Monday afternoon.

At the lecture, organized by the French
Embassy in partnership with the Health
Sciences Center of Kuwait University, Dr
Federic Dardel, President of Paris Descartes
University highlighted other outstanding
French Medical projects. 

The Virtual Hospital mimics the reality of
a clinical environment to ensure that med-
ical students receive the best training with-
out bringing any harm to patients. Dr.
Mignon pointed out that the aviation indus-
try that highly relied on simulation plat-
forms in training had reduced fatality to one
in four million while the health care sector
still recorded a one in four hundred statistic,
as stated by the ENEIS study.

In an industry where 50 per cent of one’s
acquired knowledge is subject to change
from time to time, he stressed the need for
continuous training in an experiential way
that involves students to help them under-
stand better. This, he deems, will improve
the learning curve, delivering competent
healthcare providers. 

Hones
The Virtual Hospital hones knowledge,

skill and attitude to deliver performance
through a multidisciplinary simulation cen-
ter that uses problem based scenarios.
Incorporating the entire simulation platform
would require an investment of around KD
1 million. 

Medusims, by iLumens, developed with
Dassaut Systèmes, provides a life-like envi-
ronment, entirely developed in 3D, to exer-
cise life saving skills.  On the Staying Alive
web portal, both healthcare professionals
and the public are able to learn appropriate
behavior, movements and techniques that
can contribute to saving the life of a person
who has experienced sudden cardiac arrest.
Dr. Mignon drew attention to the fact that in
a virtual 3D world, anyone can train and
practice the potentially lifesaving tech-
niques. Even as video games have
improved skills of gamers over the years, it
is believed that training through gamifica-
tion will help Healthcare professionals, as
well as the public, visualize and train to
administer first aid, in a collaborative 3D
environment using the Web. As an added
feature, they can evaluate their results, and
even have training sessions with friends
through a Facebook application.

Dr Dardel stated that the Paris Descartes
University is a multidisciplinary historical
university in Central Paris that uses innova-
tive teaching methods like computer sci-
ence and robotics, research oriented teach-
ing, e-learning and serious games as well as
the virtual hospital simulation. 

Possible partnerships between France and
Kuwait could include joint research proj-
ects, joint educational projects involving
students and resident or virtual teaching and
e-learning, joint endowed chairs with resi-
dent and physician exchange, original
research and clinical training, Dardel said.  

He added that local training and teaching,
exchange of know-how and technology in
the fields of genetics, epidemiology, data
analysis, biomarker analysis, phenotyping,
research facilities, clinical facilities and the
establishing of joint ventures are viable
options of cooperation. 

Research
The University, part of the leading

Sorbonne Paris Cite research consortium,
boasts of cutting edge research in the fields
of human genetics, inflammation, cancer,
mathematics, immunity, infectious diseases,
toxicology, pharmacology and drug discov-
ery along with cardiovascular research.

With regard to genetic diseases, Dr
Dardel stated that focus has been laid on
rare and orphan diseases, genetic mapping
and genotyping while pioneering in gene
therapy. The implications are wide, Imagine
Institute has discovered over 100 genes for
genetic diseases, with significant tie in to
metabolic diseases like diabetes, neurologi-
cal and psychiatric disorders, muscular dis-
eases, myopathies, hereditary defects in
immunity and genetic predisposition to
infectious diseases and nephropathies as
well as hematological diseases.

Cochin Research Institute has a staff of
over 150 in its Endocrinology, Metabolism
and Diabetes department working on
immunology of type 1 diabetes mellitus,
control and development of the endocrine
pancreas, insulin and glucose signaling, the
connections between diabetes and cancer
and understanding the genetics of diabetes.

In the area of ophthalmology, Cochin
Hospital has established itself as an excel-
lence centre for retinal diseases and macu-
lar oedema with cutting edge research
entailing patient phenotype, clinical trials,
novel treatments and specific ocular drug
delivery.

He also highlighted the Cardiovascular
Stem Cell Center which deals Adult, umbil-
ical cord-derived and pluripotent stem cells,
small and large animal models of myocar-
dial infarction and chronic limb ischemia,
conducts stem cell human trials and regular
training of doctoral and postdoctoral stu-
dents.

Draft decree OK’d to appoint Dr Sahlawi: The
Council of Ministers has approved a draft decree appointing
Dr Khaled Al-Sahlawi as undersecretary for the Health
Ministry, reports Al-Anba daily.

The daily on August 16 published the Minister of Health
Dr Ali Al-Obeidi had nominated Dr Sahlawi to replace for-
mer undersecretary Dr Ibrahim Al-Abdulhadi.

❑        ❑        ❑

PAHW to sell land in public auction: Public
Authority for Housing Welfare (PAHW) will sell commercial
and investment land at Jaber Al-Ahmad, Sabah Al-Ahmad
and Metla’a Cities in a public auction when their infrastruc-
ture is completed at the end of next year, reports Al-Anba
daily.

The daily quoting the Minister of Commerce and Industry,
State Minister for Housing Anas Al-Saleh added the sector
has received about 100,000 applications for housing. 

He also said PAHW will distribute some 700 buildings on
2,500 square/meters area in Al-Naseem to applicants in the
first quarter of 2013 if the list of beneficiaries is approved by
the higher planning committee of PAHW during their next
meeting.  

❑        ❑        ❑

Reasons eyed on delay in appointing Khalid:
Security sources want to know the reasons behind delays by
First Deputy Premier, the Minister of Interior Sheikh Ahmad
Al-Humoud in approving the appointment of Major General
Sheikh Ahmad Al-Khalid as assistant undersecretary for the
Office of the Interior Minister, reports Alam Al-Youm daily.

They noted an Amiri Decree has been issued this year on
the nomination of Al-Khalid as an assistant undersecretary,
although the decree doesn’t specify the authority or sector
where he must be appointed, indicating the choice is in the
hands of the Interior Minister.

❑        ❑        ❑

‘Need to develop GCC justice meets’: Kuwait’s
Minister of Justice and Legal Affairs Jamal Ahmad Shehab
asserted in Riyadh on Tuesday the need to develop meetings of
Ministers of Justice of the Gulf Cooperation Council (GCC).

The minister told KUNA before leaving Riyadh at the end
of the 24th meeting of GCC Ministers of Justice which con-
cluded today that these meetings come to complement to pre-
vious meetings aimed to strengthen the bonds of GCC coop-
eration through its justice and legal systems.

He noted that the meeting tackled many of the important
issues chiefly the unified judiciary indicative law, the cyber
crime law, and the unified family courts bill. (KUNA)
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